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* SUBJECT: “American Defectors to the USSR" 
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EX - 786 ‘ 
5 December 1966 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD aes 


1, The attached material was part of a soft file entitled 
"American Defectors to tre USSR", which was set up by SR/6 - 
(Support) around 1960 and maintained by various SR components *. 
until ca, 1963, The compilations were derived from a variety 
of sources, and contain both classified and overt data, : 


2. Inthe fall of 1966, the files were turned over to CI 
Staff, In most instances, basic information was then abstracted 
for the US Defector Machine Program, In all instances in which 
the material was unique, or represented a valuable collation effort, 
it has been incorporated into the appropriate 201 file, along with 
a copy of this memorandum, 


3. It is suggested that any dissemination of this data should 
be coordinated with SB Division and with CI Staff (CI/MRO), in 
view of the frequently inadequate sourcing and of the fact that 
disseminations have aiready been made through the US seas 


Machine Program, 
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WEBSTER nobert Edwarn , 201-265472 
23 Cetober 1928, Tiffin, vaio 
Plastics expert; fami Co. exlcye 


All entries through May 1962 come from 201 unless otherwise noted. 
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Cirea Geli arch 1959, He made prelininary trip to “oscow in connection 
with plannin: the mand exhibit for next summer's U.c. fair. >. Bick 


- late June 1°49, Lecond trip to Hoscow to helo set up the 
“ent steady witn vera PLA/TOUOVA, married, hostess at Hotel 
Ukraina/corrector for a Soviet corresnemence school's English language de- 
é partment/inglisn teacher at Medical Institute. She always net hin outside zi. 
so that. collearues would not know she datiny American, but somebody knew - : 
os because she usally had to request prmission to take evening off - and she 
alveys got it. Alsays nad the taxl leave her near bri. not at her home, and «5. 
allowed nothin more than one kiss, at end of evening. We told her his wife . — 
didn't understand nim, etc., snd that ne would cone back to Noscow and marry... 
her. Her name also rerorted as Vera ivinovna IVCHENKO, probably her maiden- *" 
nane. She night possibly be identical with Vera PLOTNIKOVA, reported in Ge 
00-3~3,140,059 of 2h; Sept 1555 (Sk/05/5i0) as a 20-year old elevator eperator® . 
at the Ukraina; she became very friendly with the source's wife (ussian- ° 
speaking) but asked her not to show friendliness in public, met her elsewhere 
to tabk, snared confidences, spoke poor to feir bnglish.! . 


3 July 1959, His third trip to the UScR. he had about six pieces of 
lugeace, crammed with nylon hese, Ella Fitzger«lc records, enples of U.S. 


wa mapazines, etc., and several boxes of books, but “he did not taxe heavy 
clothing, because he felt this mizht look suspicious" J] He had no trouble 
whatsoever with Covlet custons, ind ne went out with Vera on his first night 


back. 


Circa 11 July 1959. He joined two high ~oviet exhibit officials at 
their restarant table at the frir and told then he wanted to defect. They 
arranved meetin: few days later with covernament refresentisive POPOV and 
SHISHKIN - far dinner at Praga {3 favorite sGB hanout}. BENE 


eorTy 
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Circa 3 Jia 


Circa 15 duly 1959, Unter inflvence of vodka and food at Praja, wrote 
letter to cuprem: Soviet requesting stay as Soviet citizen, PLOOV said not 
to tell anyone, since answer right take a while. Gaw him uvestionnaire to 
take back to hotel anc fill ort: biog plus reasons for defection. 


Uy august 1959, Sent his wife a telegram saving hed sold 100 units, 
which untrue. * 


Aucust 1959. More meetinss in private rooms at nico restaurants. The 


coviets impressed on him that if he stayed he covld never leave. uestioning 
included debricfinr by two chenists to see if he really‘covld make the spray 
gun (for plastic coating jobs) ceionstrated at Rand exhioit; jokes about 

ba, ing him instead of pun. : 


Late Av-ust 1959, Wife cabled hin asking if he coming brcex. She wanted 
to know so that sne covld decide weether to put the children into usual 
oy school (if he conirg hore) or nove to her oirents' home and ovt then ina 
school there (if me not). tie exsled to :o ahead anu put then into usual 


school. 
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D be tartan 1902, TODCV nxt hin at etrone] restaurant and told him he 
: had teen accepted. this was just after closim of fair an’ three cays tefore 
en _ Rand rroun to leave for hore. P asxed where he would like to wor and when 
w said iwoscow informed hin it would be denincrad. (Ww later told .r. hand 
and Gonsul Unyder that he had been offered work in many cities.) \ requested 
a vacations gaearted. eeting with POPOV and CHICH’IN on subway steps: 
arrarrements for W to get away from Rand rroup without coving: noticed. 


10 centember 1959, Sent to Leningrad with interoreter Volodya [see also . 
Ricciarcelii case ~ wiven 1000 old rubles amd pronmi-ed more. ‘et ty Aleksey 
of Inturist in Leningrad. iept changing hotels so that Narc rroup couldn't 
get him. Had left note saying plinned travel arcund ‘iCcR before returning, 
but they sselled a rat and were trying to locate him anwsy. Volodya stayed 
; ; there with him; went sightseeing, applicd for job at seningrad “clentific 
ae are : Research Institute. He was allowed to call Vera, who came right tp and brought 


the rest of his barrage; affair began. 


Circa nid-Vctober 1959. Returned to soscow. 


16 Uctober 1959, MFA called US Embassy to say that W had assumed Soviet 
citizenship. 


17 October 1959. Confrontation meeting at Moscow OVIR, with Hand and 
Snyder present. lewspaper re ort said it was esotional scece at “mbassy and 
tnat « mat said he had not vet received Soviet passport, bv this probably 
True story seems be that « cipned expatriation forn, kept his U.S. 


Wrong. 
Pe passnort nevertheless (on cretext that he didn't have it with nin, yadeh he 
resll, did), amt followed Soviet instructions in tellins Snyoer trat he had 


a received Joviet passport on 21 Septenber (wich he hadn't), hac celected 
for political reasons (which he didn't), ate, Accordint to infomation in 
CI/SiG files, Snyder said that the only discrepancy between +'3 story and 
Enoassy's facts was that ie seemed horestly i; norant of two pom calls he 
supposedly made to Hand office in .oscow. Ye said he mignt aave avthorized 
thea to oe made in his neme. ote thit vot) calls purportel: received 
vy itand's Soviet emvloyee Galina [vanovna ASDNIKIANA wnile she alone in office. 


Octoter 1959, a Washineton Post article of 21 May l¥é? sale that he 
chanrec his mind after only three months in the Usci and wert to the Enbassy 


for @ '... reentry permit, but thet it was trrned down and ne rac to wait a 
year to reaooly. [In the licht of other renerts, this seems thorovenly 
garbled and to be ‘disregarded.] 


Circa 18 Uctober 1959. Innddiatel. or shortly ater the co:Zrontation 
meetin’, he anu vera took off for a vacation in Cochi. 


Li, November 1959, The «ew York Tines wrote that he hac written his 
parents ne was planning to marry a covict girl. 


Circa 1@ Gxtmberx2? Noverber 19$9, After a month in Sochi, ne anc Vera 
retvrned to settle in “enincrac. vera was nis assistant and translator, and 
according to Hand (how woulo ie know 77 she sot about 2000 r:bles a months 
He was assigned to make the spray cun, at a salary of 2 00 a nontn plus 

. seai-unnual bonus of 500-GO0 rubles) this was equal to the salary of the 

ad caief -f Lab #5 where he worved, Yis only ducvrent vas a ssin fret G«ik 
seying that he had aprlied for a vassport. They Lived at sorcratevskiy 
Sxrosnerkzxmrsrertzz3 Prospekt hovss (4, mt 18, veninorad K-47, 2 toree-roonm 
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apartrent sdth bath. 
Late Decerber 1959 or early Sav ar 1960, eceived Soviet internal 
pASeDOTt. . 


27 Jamary 1%0,. Received 6 Lecenber letter fron his father telling hin 
his nother now in mental hosvital because of nis defection anc reminding 
him of resnonsibility for his chtiluren, etc. Se deciced go hom tt told no one. 


3 “arch 1960, He wrote father astire help to ret-m home and asking 
why his father nadn't replied to nis S February letter (which the father had 
never rotten). 


13 and If harch 1960, He wrote his fatcer that the farily should come 
visit him in the ik. ovt tiie time kand advised the father to get w's 


phone nunber so th-t they covlé tale to hin, 


1 Anri] 1960, Rani rerorted receiviny a wire fron # civing his phone 
in Lenligrad as U-23705. ‘this was paone at lab, where fsther callod hin 2 Apr. 


S Avril 1960, % wrote his fether that he would be in toscow Lor the 


May Lay celeorations and would cr] at the smassy. he felt certain of re- 
trning to the ia. and told father not to com: visit hia after all. 


24 Anvil 1-0, Mand telephensd .., who contiraed desire return U.S. 


un 15/0, Volodya hee errened invitetton for W anu Vera to Moscow 
Seanad 


ee 2 : 
marade, 409, went, So tention roverse 


hia tO. He visited Ui. L ouy, Ware net cuallenged by “oviet 
svards .ecase of American avcenree, Onder told his how go about fretting 
exit visa. Information in CI/SI3 f‘les adds that b said at this interview 
that he had recently made # speech ts 2 large avdiencea on wiy he left the 
tis. Claims sais nothing derogatery to l.c. ‘as tolu speccn recorded for 


ture radio use, 


& cine LOEO, Ne wrote father rev-esting invitations necessary for yoviet 
AIT, Wold vera yao Yat first" was “iert anc aunoyed", Vera, six 
months eminent, hed to avrrove = exit repeit, waten she did, possibly 
assuming it waelen't be pranted an vay. 


YU. way 1960, Rand was back in ileseow anc ohoned 4, 


1? July 190, Father sent. wthenticated invitation letters. 


26 duly 1940, ‘ urcte Estar cetetis of a Lay trip. till no mention 
of Fevers, tuourn and had tole oress all about freeze(caised by Ua2)unich 
he ran iato when he left the t2n cv car in dene 19€0, 


1949, Barfater Svetlana vorn, ™ adonted her a fev days later, 
etpaniniy taev Fe did not intend to tam vera beesrse he “las not divorced 
fren his Cirst wife. : 


a fad conoletec ever. tain for exit acrlication. ron 
clication a: ocr acter, vera was nore attentive to hin 


Pare Son LT 


rpm. ofticials case from ..useou te es: ain why wc was unsappye 
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Ccteber 100, Exit permit denied. 


o funter 1961, . anc Vers vacationed at “each near @ira. Vera received : 
final divorce fron first husband. 
ty Srevst 1961, ‘sande second exit avplication. 


e6 Febrowry 1962 This was the date \ receive! exit perait, according : 
to what Sater Trand « (ci/sic files) : 
2 farch 1%2, 8 wrote parents that he did not have much money * saved 
and_al ht need it for itoscow stay. (cT/sia) 


73 Barch 186?, Cleveland Plain Lealer article said that when he last 
wrote saalsy re had job In Rostov-onon, also “Utite Lept exbicixcox 
aides said in aasiin: ton tocay that shis is the first case of its xind in 
which the “ussians have erc=nted an exit visa". |Tais inaccurate: hw was 
never even in Roc tov-onon so far as is known, and Oswald for om had alreagy 
been granted an exit permit. (CI/c1G) 


fh “arch 1962. uit work, tuinking aboul to leave. 


Mav 1962, He was met by no one uron arrival in Koscow. -ersired to small 
hotel were oresented note from Vern asxing for cheap room. ne had nct learned 
any uss ian. 


1% va. 1962, Traded voviet internal passport for exit passport, at OVIR, 
| $9 enrwSTTs ran out of money. Vera sent Sin cone from “enin: rad, 


Later in ‘lax. Received money am olane ticket from feather. Returned 
Vera! Ss loan plus extra, vie .P corres -ondent,. 


| 20 Say 1962, Arrived in U.7. under alien quota, atl ie debrie fed i 
by SIA, roi, etc. Psych assessment that-he unenotional, not the trpe to : 
learn fron’ eme rience, thou-htless of xrmxx otners' feelinrs, aipht oe bought A 
off by Soviets if in need. - 
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~ Steber 10, Exit permit denied. 
-- fumer 191, \. anc Vera vacationed at heack near Rica. Tera rocetved ‘ 
final divarce fron first husband. 7 
x Suust ‘861, Sande second exit avplication. z 

24 Fetrerry 1962, This was the dato wo received exit persit, according 
to what Tatler tole and. (ci/SIG files) 

@ tarch 1942, § wrote parents that he did not have auch omy saved 
amsicht need 1t for stascow stay. (cY/siG) , : 

73 farch 1962, Cleveland Plain tealer article said that when he last 
wrote saally he Yad Job in Xostov-cn-on, also “Stite Lept mxcichooox 

_ Aides said in aasxington today that this is the first case of its <ind in 
weich the “ussians have ercnted an exit visa". !Tais inaccurate: hy was 
never even in Roz tov-on-Von so far as is known, amd Oswald for om had alreagy - 
been granted an exit permit. (CI/21¢) j 
= "fh “arch 1962, uit work, tainking eboul to leave. 

Nay 1962, He was met by no one uron arrival in Moscow. ‘epsired to small 
hoté] were vresented note from Vere asxing for cheap room, ne hid net learned 
any? Russian. 

1S va, 190, Traded voviet interasl passport for exit passport, at OVIR, 

$2 Feandn ile raa out. of money. Yera sent Sin sone from “enin rad. 


Later in clay. Received money arm olane ticket from father. seturned 
Vera's loan plus extra, via UP cérres-wndent. 


20 Jay 192. Arrived in U.7. under alien quote. cxtensivel; debriefed 
by CIA, cli, etc. Psych assessment that-he unenctional, not the type to 
Jesrn fron ‘ewerience, thoushtless of xoux others! feelings, xipht be bought 
off by Soviets if in need. . 
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Handwriting sample of Vera Ivanova PLATONOTA , wf. fi Pebot Sharenh 
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